
5 Reasons You 
Would Not Have 
Wanted to be a 

Constable in 
Pittsburgh Before 

1816



1. 
It wasn’t clear 

there should be 
constables at all



2.
The Government Was Messy 
and Jurisdiction was Unclear



3.
The Constable 
Faced Constant 

Competition from 
Informal Justice









4.
Constables Had 
to Enforce the 

Use of 
Communal 
Resources





5. Those who felt 
disadvantaged by 

the constable 
could often 

successfully resist



Deference: 
Not Universal


